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1. TODAY’S MEETING BETWEEN FONMIN FAHMY AND FONMIN GROMYKO 
IN SOFIA RECEIVES RESTRAINED PRONT-PAGE COVERAGE IN NOV 3 
CAIRO DAILES. ARTICLES NOTE THAT SOPIA CHOSEN FOR MEETING 
BECAUSE "BULGARIA FRIEND OP BOTH USSR AND EGYPT" AND REITERATE 
STANDARD EGYPTIAN LINE THAT TALKS TO CENTER ON RECONVENING 
MEPC IN GENEVA AND BILATERAL RELATIONS (TOPICS UNSPECIFIED). 

2. ALL DAILIES GUOTE FAHMY DEPARTURE STATEMENT THATGOE 
"OPTIMISTIC" AND THAT TALKS TO ESTABLISH "BEGINNING POR 
PROMOTION OF GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO COUNTIRES." 

PAHMY NOTED THAT HE WOULD "SPEAK PRANKLY" WITH GROMYKO 
ON BISIS OP PRIENDSHIP WHICH EXISTED, AND STILL EXISITS, 
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3. FAHMY NOTED THAT HE VISITING BELGRADE AS PERSONAL ENVOY 
OF PRESIDENT SADAT TO "EXCHANGE INEORMATION" AND TO 
STRENGTHEN BILATERAL TIES. ARTICLES ALSO NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT 
BREZHNEV TO VISIT BELGRADE SOON AND SPECULATED THAT TITO 
ATTEMPTING TO BROKER SOVIET-EGYPTIAN RRECONCILATION. 

4. COMMENT: SOVIET EMBASSY CAIRO TAKING CAUTIOUS, WAIT-AND- 
SEE APPROACH TOWARD GROMYKO/FAHMY MEETING. SEVERAL SOVIET 
DIPLOMATS HAVE REMARKED THAT GROMYKO WILL BE IN SOEIA 
PRIMARILY TO LISTEN AND WILL NOT PUT FORWARD ANY NEW PROPOSALS. 
SOVIETS COMMENTED THAT OUTCOME OF US ELECTIONS COULD 

HAVE SOME BEARING ON EGYPTIAN ATTITUDES IN SOFIA BUT THAT 
SOVIET POSITION VIS-A-VIS EGYPT WOULD REMAIN SAME. 

5. YUGOSLAV EMBASSY APPARENTLY FEELS THAT FAHMY VISIT TO 
BELGRADE PRIMARILY FOR PROTOCOL REASONS, IN VIEW OF CLOSE 
CAIRO-BELGRADE TIES AND FACT THAT FAHMY WILL BE IN AREA. 
YUGOSLAV EMBOFF SPECULATED THAT MAIN TOPIC OF FAHMY TALKS 
WITH TITO WILL BE EGYPTIAN ASSESSMENT OF MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 
IN WAKE OF ARAB SUMMIT. YUGOSLAV DISCOUNTED ANY NEW TITO 
MEDIATING ROLE, ESPCIALLY AS EGYPTIANS NOW TALKING DIRECTLY 
TO GROMYKO, BUT CONCEDED THAT TITO WOULD CONTINUE TO URGE 
RECONCILIATION IN LOW-KEY FASHION. RIT.TS UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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